ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WEST KINGTON

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2017-2018
Background
St Mary the Virgin Parochial Church Council has the responsibility of co-operating with the other churches in the By Brook Benefice Team, together with the Associate Minister the Reverend Gillian Parkin, to promote the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical in the parish of West Kington.  The PCC also has the responsibility for the maintenance of the fabric of the church building and churchyard.

Membership

Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in accordance with the Church Representation Rules.  During the last year the following have served as members of the PCC:

Associate Minister – The Reverend Gillian Parkin

Church Wardens – David Akerman (Lay Chairman) and Daphne Smith

Elected Members – Caroline Carrington (Secretary)

                                Mark Webb (Treasurer)

                                Tony Holmes (ex-officio)
                                Tessa Clarke

                                Emma Sims-Hilditch

                                Dido Lamb

Proposed new Member  Susan Pearce

Church Attendance and Electoral Roll

There are currently 9 names on our Electoral Roll.

Services and Events
The inter-regnum without a full time parish priest has continued throughout the year.  [The situation is now happily resolved with the appointment of the Reverend Marc Terry who is due to be licensed on the 5th June.]  This year the pattern of services has continued as before with Holy Communion at 9.30am on the first Sunday of the month and on the third Sunday an evening village celebration at 6.00pm. The Reverend Gillian Parkin (with the help of Lay Ministers) has valiantly managed to maintain this pattern of worship with the exception of the loss of one or two evening services.  The average attendance at the morning Holy Communion Services has been 13-14 people. A Cluster Taizé Service was held at the end of April 2017 and a Team Service in September. During the year we have had two baptisms, one wedding and two funerals.  About 90 people attended our Harvest Festival Service and Supper in October. The Brigstow Village Band provided very enjoyable Hardyesque entertainment.  77 people attended the Carol service in December and 79 on Christmas Day. Easter Day attendance was 34. 
At the end of April 2017 we held a cake sale over two days at West Kington Nurseries. We raised £940 which was divided between our church restoration fund and the East Africa Famine Appeal.  

A social event was held in the church in May to celebrate the completion of the re-decoration and refurbishment of the church and to thank Corrine Evans for her outstanding work and Tony Holmes for masterminding the project. Emma Sims-Hilditch was also thanked for the recently installed carpeting and cushions for the choir stalls.  Emma subsequently donated matching cushions for the altar steps which were installed in time for Easter 2018. 
In the autumn we were visited by BBC Radio Wiltshire and participated in a programme about the Reformation in Wiltshire.
In January an extraordinary meeting was held immediately before the formal PCC meeting to discuss the continuing ‘inter-regnum’.

Members of the PCC have contributed to the on-going ‘Creating Connections’ discussions within the Benefice.

A Lent Lunch was held at Streams in March 2018 as part of the Bybrook Lent Lunch scheme.  Two hundred pounds was raised for Medical Aid to Syria.  Sadly the Bybrook Easter Monday annual walk (with lunch in the church) had to be cancelled because of bad weather.  
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